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PRESIDENT'S LETTER 
Dear Alumni and Friends: 
As you would expect on a college campus, this political 
season has sparked much activity at WKU. We again partic-
ipated in the National Debate Watch program, gathering 
more than 2,500 students in Diddle Arena to view the 
October 7 Presidential Debate. This fall we launched "Get 
on the Bus: Forty Years of Political Activism," a program 
focused on the political activism of our campus from I 968-
2008. Painted by students, the bus has been used as a trav-
eling exhibit and was part of WKU's effort to provide stu-
dents with information, skills, and motivation to participate 
in the political process. 
Now that this historic election has passed, our nation's leaders must come together to create solutions to 
our country's greatest challenges, particularly the condition of our economy. Because we face uncertainty in 
that regard, I communicated recently with students to assure them that college affordability is foremost on 
my mind. The two primary sources of funding for WKU's budget are tuition and state funding, and from those 
we must address fixed cost increases, faculty and staff salaries and strategic priorities. The General Assembly 
convenes in January, and although this year's agenda does not include a new state budget, I am certain the 
state of the economy will guide many of their actions. We will continue to monitor our own budget and seek 
efficiencies where possible, but our priority moving forward must be to advocate for more stable funding 
from the Commonwealth. My commitment to students is to hold tuition increases to manageable levels in 
the future. 
On the eve of Homecoming, we announced a lead gift from Bowling Green businessman David Chandler to 
construct a non-denominational chapel on the WKU campus. A chapel experience was an important part of 
WKU's beginnings. Henry Hardin Cherry regularly conducted chapel services in Van Meter Auditorium. We 
are grateful to Mr. Chandler, who has recognized that a chapel can be a place for solitude, faith and peace for 
all of our campus community and a place where all can celebrate cherished moments or remember t ragic 
events. You can read more about the Chandler Memorial Chapel in this issue of WKU SPIRIT magazine. 
We continue to experience tremendous growth and much progress at WKU. Thank you for your continued 
support. 
Gary A Ransdell 
0-, 
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Gift from Anthem 
Foundation funds WKU 
Mobile Health Unit 
A $300,000 gift from the Anthem 
Blue Cross and Blue Shield Foundation 
of Kentucky has been used to purchase 
a medical mobile health unit. 
The unit, operated by WKU's 
Institute for Rural Health Development 
and Research (IRHDR}, will travel the 
area and provide free immunizations 
and health screenings to thousands of 
residents in the region.The gift also pro-
vides partial fund ing for the salary of a 
nurse practitioner and medical supplies. 
"This unit will allow us to expand 
the amount of services we are able to 
provide, while continuing to address 
many of the health issues facing our 
state," Institute Director Dr. Lisa 
Durham said. "Our existing health unit 
will now be dedicated to providing 
dental services to residents within the 
area. Additionally, both units support 
our on-going focus of identifying 
opportunities for greater student 
engagement within the communities 
we serve." 
The WKU/Anthem Foundation 
Medical Mobile Health and Wellness 
WINTER 2008 
Unit will concentrate on influenza and 
, pneumonia immunizations for senior 
adults and programs in the manage-
ment of diabetes and obesity, heart dis-
ease prevention and smoking cessation. 
According to Deb Moessner, president 
and general manager of Anthem Blue 
Cross and Blue Shield of Kentucky , the 
services the unit will provide address 
many of the health issues and diseases 
Anthem is seeking to improve through 
the State Health Index initiative, which 
was introduced last year. 
"Through our index we are focus-
ing our efforts on many of the diseases 
and chronic illnesses that have led to 
Kentucky being consistently identified 
as one of the unhealthiest states in our 
country," Moessner said. "Anthem Blue 
Cross and Blue Shield is committed to 
reversing this trend, and the expertise, 
resources and proven track record 
WKU has in addressing these health 
issues made this initiative key to our 
long term success:• 
WKU President Gary Ransdell said 
the partnership with Anthem Blue 
Cross and Blue Shield also reflects the 
University's continued focus on work-
ing with businesses to solve many of the 
challenges facing WKU's service region. 
CAMPUS NEWS 
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WKU's first unit was placed into 
service in 200 I when the IRHDR was 
created through an initial $670,000 fed-
eral grant secured by U.S. Sen. Mitch 
McConnell (R-Ky.) for WKU's rural 
health initiative. The initiative received 
an additional $500,000 in 200 I as part 
of an $8.6 million Congressio nal appro-
priation for WKU. 
WKU enrollment 
increases to 19,761; number 
of African-American first-
time freshmen up 19.6% 
Enrollment at WKU has increased 
for the 11th consecutive year to 19,76 1 
students, including an increase of 19.6 
percent in the number of African-
American first-time freshmen. 
WKU has 500 African-American 
first-time freshmen, an increase of 82 
over last fall, according to preliminary 
figures submitted to the Kentucky 
Council on Postsecondary Education. 
WKU's total fall enrollment is up 
496 students (2.5 percent} from fall 
2007, with the number of first-time 
freshmen up 197 students (6.3 percent) 
to 3, I 14. The number of international 
fi rst-time freshmen is up 51 students 
(42 percent) to 17 1. 
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CAMPUS NEWS 
"This growth is a huge boost for 
WKU and for Kentucky," President 
Gary Ransdell said. 
WKU's undergraduate enrollment 
is 16,966, an increase of 458 students 
(2.8 percent) over fall 2007, while grad-
uate enrollment is 2,795, an increase of 
38 students ( 1.3 percent). 
WKU honors Bowling 
Green family during 
weekend event 
A Bowling Green family with long-
time ties to WKU has been honored as 
the 2008 Family of the Year. 
The Tinius fam ily - father Joe, 
mother Katy and children Chris, Kelly 
and Casey - were recognized during 
Parent and Family Weekend activities at 
W KU. Casey Tinius, a member of the 
Hilltopper football team, nominated his 
fami ly for the award. 
'There is no other family that I can 
think of that is more qualified and 
deserving to be named 'Western 
Kentucky University Family of the Year' 
than mine," he said in his nomination let-
ter. "Ever since I can remember my 
entire fami ly has been No. I WKU fans 
and supporters. The reason my fami ly 
stands out among other families is that 
not many can say they attended sporting 
events and other functions their entire 
life. From the time I was born I was in 
RED & WHITE. No matter what aspect 
of the university it is, my family has 
always been willing to play an active role 
wherever their services are needed." 
Every member of the Tinius fami ly 
also has been an athlete at WKU. 
Joe Tinius, the superintendent of 
Bowling Green schools, was a member 
of the 1974 national runner-up cross 
country team. Kacy T inius, a WKU ath-
letic Hall of Fame member, was a 
women's tennis player and the first 
female athlete to earn a scholarship. 
Chris Tinius was a member of the men's 
soccer team from 1999 to 2003 and is 
an assistant coach for the women's soc-
cer team. Kelly Tinius was a member of 
WKU's inaugural women's soccer team 
in 200 1. 
"Our family is and will always be 
Western Kentucky HILLTOPPERS!" 
Casey Tinius said. 
WKU alum Harry Gray 
honored as outstanding 
Alumnhs of Kentucky 
Dr. Harry B. Gray ('57) is one of 
three people recogn ized as an 
Outstanding Alumnus of Kentucky. 
Dr. Gray is the Arnold 0. Beckman 
Professor of Chemistry at the 
California Institute of Techno logy and a 
founding director of T he Beckman 
Institute, a multi-disciplinary research 
center for chemical and biological sci-
ences. A native of Warren County, Dr. 
Gray's expertise in the field of inorgan-
ic photo chemistry has placed him 
among the nation's leaders in his disci-
pline for more than 40 years. Adding 
to his pioneering work in biochemistry, 
he currently serves as the principal 
investigator on a National Science 
Foundation Chemical Bonding Center 
project which looks at the efficient and 
economical storage of solar energy in 
the form of chemical bonds, offering 
\\I\IIRN t<.l'-;flJ(K) ,1'-.1\. R\I 'I 
the potential to make a considerable 
contribution toward solving the energy 
crisis of the 21st century. 
"I was lucky to be born and raised 
in Warren County," Dr. Gray said. " I had 
really outstanding and caring teachers 
at I I th Street School, at Bowling Green 
High School, and at WKU. I enjoyed the 
enthusiastic support of both faculty and 
administration al l through my career at 
WKU, and, as a result, I hit the ground 
running when I started graduate work." 
WKU President Gary Ransdell 
said the OAK Award is a "significant 
honor for Dr. Gray and for WKU. We 
were proud to nominate him and 
proud to share this special moment 
with him." 
The award was presented at the 
2008 Governor's Conference on 
Postsecondary Education Trusteeship 
by Secretary of State Trey Grayson.The 
awards are sponsored by the Kentucky 
Advocates for Higher Education, a non-
profit organization dedicated to 
improving the quality of postsecondary 
education in Kentucky. 
Alumni Association enters 
relationship with 
PartnersFirs t 
T he WKU Alumni Association has 
entered into a new relationship with 
PartnersFirst to offer an affinity credit 
card for alumni and friends.The Alumni 
Association previously had an affinity 
card relationship with Chase which 
expired at the end of November. The 
Alumni Association Board of Directors 
issued a request for proposals and 
researched several potential partners 
before selecting an affinity partner that 
could meet the concomitant purposes 
of generating revenue for the 
Association, and providing outstanding 
service for our individual alumni. 
WKUSPIRIT 
PartnersFirst, a division of Western 
Alliance Bancorporation's Torrey Pines 
Bank, became the clear choice after 
they demonstrated their commitment 
to service, along with providing an out-
standing product. 
This partnership is a unique way 
for alumni to show their spirit while 
giving back to the Hill. December I 
marked the launch of the program. The 
first card design will be a beautiful shot 
of the Colo nnade at sunset and will be 
a Visa card.There will be a second card 
option available in January of the stone 
pylon bearing our beloved motto, "The 
Spirit Makes the Master" that will be 
offered as a MasterCard. 
Donald Smith, Executive Director 
for the Alumni Association is excited 
about offering this new affinity partner-
ship. When asked about it, Smith said, 
"These are cards we hope alumni and 
friends will be proud to carry as a visi-
ble way to support the Alumni 
Association and demonstrate their 
WKU Spirit." 
Questions can be directed to 
the Alumni Association by phone 
at 888-WKU-ALUM or e-mail at 
alumni@wku.edu. 
WINTER 2008 
HeathCo Corp. opens World 
Headquarters in WKU 
Center 
When Keith Springs took his board 
members to an empty furniture store, it 
was hard for them to envision it as the 
global headquarters of HeathCo Corp. 
But with the help of Buddy Steen, 
d irector of WKU's Center for 
Research and Development, they were 
able to see the light, so to speak. T he 
market leader in motion-sensor lighting 
and door chimes, official ly opened the 
22,000 square-foot facility with a rib-
bon cutting ceremony. 
Springs, HeathCo's president, said 
the new location in the center and near 
WKU "perfectly positions HeathCo to 
continue to grow through product 
innovation and places us in a fast-
paced, innovative environment." 
The state-of-the-art facility houses 
the sales, marketing, customer service 
and technical support departments 
with additional space for engineering, 
finance, human resources and informa-
tion technology groups. More than 
2,300 square feet has been designated 
for product research and development 
and more than 500 square feet for a 
certified UL lab. 
- CAMPUS NEWS 
"Being on campus gives us a con-
nection to the students and, in conjunc-
tion with the administration, a chance to 
create opportunities for the brightest 
students to stay in Bowling Green and 
jumpstart their careers," Springs said. 
"This is a place where things are 
happening and growing," he said. "WKU 
is a big factor in locating here." He 
added that HeathCo hopes to attract 
"the best minds," many of them being 
new WKU graduates in the sciences 
and business, as it adds up to SO 
employees to its workforce in the near 
future. Currently, 42 percent of 
HeathCo employees in Bowling Green 
have earned degrees from WKU, 
Springs said. 
Steen said HeathCo's decision "to 
locate their world headquarters here is a 
testament to the value proposition of 
the W KU Center for R&D. Both techni-
cal and executive management at 
HeathCo have expressed a great deal of 
interest in working with faculty and staff 
associated with WKU's Applied Research 
and Technology Program (ARTP).We are 
excited about the opportunity to work 
closely with HeathCo to continue to 
evolve the relationship with WKU creat-
ing many new opportunities for our 
newest tenant and WKU." 
\\ I \ I I R '-J K r- '.J T l ( K \ l l I\. I V I R 'i I T , 
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te Endowed Professorship in Honors 
John and Jacque Hughes Jarve and children. 
W ill and Katie 
John and Jacque Hughes Jarve of 
Atherton, Calif., have created WKU's 
first endowed professorship in 
Honors. The Jarve Endowed 
Professorship in Honors will be 
matched by $500,000 through the 
Commonwealth of Kentucky's 
Regional University Excellence Trust 
Fund, providing total impact of $ I 
million for the professorship. The 
state legislature passed a new round 
of matching money during its last 
session. WKU's portion will be 
$2,439,000. This is the first gift WKU 
has announced to take advantage of 
the new round of "Bucks for Brains" 
funds. 
Dr. Craig T. Cobane, Executive 
Director of WKU's Honors College, 
who will serve as the first Jarve 
Professor, said the named professor-
ship will bring added prestige for 
WKU's new Honors College. "This 
gift will allow the Honors College to 
financially support undergraduate 
research during the semesters and in 
the summer," he said. "Students will 
be able to spend more time focused 
on their research, thus learning to be 
better researchers." 
Cobane said the Jarve 
Undergraduate Research Fund, sup-
ported by a portion of the endow-
ment, will allow Honors students 
from any discipline to propose a sub-
stantive semester or summer 
research project and have the proj-
ect funded by this endowed scholar-
ship program. The scholarship will 
provide each recipient with a student 
stipend, fund ing for research or cre-
ative endeavors, and an honorarium 
for a faculty mentor. 
Jacque Hughes Jarve, a native of 
Adairville, Ky., graduated from WKU 
in 1981 w ith a B.S. in Textiles and 
Clothing. An active community vol-
unteer, she is a member of WKU's 
Board of Advisors and is on the 
Board of Trustees for the Palo Alto 
Medical Foundation. She has run her 
own public relations firm and previ-
ously worked for Intel Corporation 
\'I I \ I I R N K I \/ 1 lJ ( K ) l N I V I It \ I I ' 
for IO years in advertising and public 
relations. 
John Jarve is the Managing 
D irector of Menlo Ventures, one of 
the Silicon Valley's o ldest and largest 
venture capital partnerships. A grad-
uate of the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology and the Stanford 
University Graduate School of 
Business, he worked at Intel 
Corporation in various marketing 
positions before he joined Menlo 
Ventures in 1985. He is a trustee of 
the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, and he served as a Hays 
Watkins Visiting CEO Professor at WKU 
in 2005. 
The Jarves previously created the 
Jarve Fund for Excellence in Ogden 
College at WKU. They have two chil-
dren: Will, a freshman at Stanford 
University, and Katie, a freshman at 
Sacred Heart Preparatory School in 
Atherton. 
Jacque Hughes Jarve said she is 
pleased this gift will allow students to 
work with faculty mentors. " I believe 
that having an inspirational adviser can 
certainly serve to focus students and 
allow them to reach their greatest 
potential," s he said. " It is our hope 
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Jarves Create Endowed Professorship in Honors 
Continued from page 6 
that this endowment w ill allow WKU 
Honors students to learn discipline-
specific research skills and conduct 
quality independent research." 
John Jarve agreed. "I am 
extremely impressed with the great 
work that WKU President Gar y 
Ransdel l is doing at WKU and am 
very excited about the special o ppor-
tunities the Honors College offers to 
WKU's top students." 
Planned Giving Q&A on the Charitable Gift Annuity 
with John Paul Blair, WKU's AVP for Major and Pla1111ed Gi1>i11g and Les lfrevcs '47 
Q: What is a Charitable Gi~ Annuity 
(CGA)? 
A: John Paul Blair: "A CGA is a con-
tract in which a donor exchanges a 
gi~ of cash or marketable securities 
such as stocks or bonds (including 
mutual funds) to the WKU 
Foundation. In exchange, the donor 
and/or donor's designee will receive 
fixed payments for life. The payment 
does not ~uctuate with the economy, 
so you know exactly how much 
income you will receive. What's more, 
you have no investment worries 
because the annuity payments are 
guaranteed by the Foundation for the 
rest of your life. " 
Q: Les, why did you and your wife 
choose to utilize a CGA? 
A: Les Reeves: "Dorothy and I select-
ed the CGA as part of our gi~ing to 
WKU because of the win-win provi-
sions to both WKU and to us. It pro-
vides much needed assistance to 
Western and a lifetime income to us." 
Q: What are the benefits of giving 
through a CGA? 
A : John Paul Blair: "Through CGA, a 
donor will receive income payments 
for their life and/or the life of a spouse 
or others. In addition, the donor will 
receive a current income tax deduc-
tion, as well as the potential elimina-
tion of capital gains tax on appreciat-
ed property and a probable reduction 
in estate taxes and probate costs. 
Finally, a CGA can offer the personal 
fulfillment of directing your gi~ and 
supporting WKU during your lifetime." 
Q: Who would you advise to consider 
a CGA and why? 
A: Les Reeves: "I would suggest that 
anyone interested in contributing to 
WKU consider the CGA. It is especial-
ly beneficial to those who have appre-
ciated stocks or real estate." 
Q: Les, why do you and your wife 
Dorothy, choose to give back to your 
alma mater? 
A: Les Reeves: "Many people feel an 
obligation to return favors or to pay 
back those who have given so much to 
them. The experience of attending 
Western is a gift of a lifetime. 
Contributing to WKU is the best way 
we know to pay back that gi~ and at 
the same time assist others in getting 
a college education." 




The Campaign for Western Kentucky Un,vers1ty 
Houchens Indust ries L.T Smith St adium 
The new Chandler Memorial 
Chapel is a building project that is 
being supported in its entirety with 
private funding. According to Tom 
Hiles, WKU's v ice president for 
lnsitutional Advancement, the 
University has taken an entrepre-
neurial approach to funding many of 
its capital needs across campus. 
"President Gary Ransdell truly 
has a unique perspective when it 
comes to meeting the physical needs 
of our campus," Hiles explained."The 
chapel is another example of that 
perspective and wil l be an important 
place for the WKU community to 
celebrate our blessings and reflect 
on our concerns:• 
has been critical in allowing us to 
meet other needs," he said. 
The Suzanne Vitale Clinical 
Education Complex (CEC) is a per-
fect example of this type of project. 
The CEC resulted from a grassroots 
effort to create an interdisciplinary 
and collaborative project to provide 
a comprehensive clinical setting for 
health and human service profession-
CAMPAIGN HIGHLIGHTS 
Communication Disorders Cl inic, 
the Renshaw Early Childhood 
Center, the Family Resource Center, 
the Kelly Autism Program, the 
Preston Acquired Brain Injury 
Resource Program, and the Talley 
Family Counseling Clinic. 
According to Hiles, the $3 mil-
lion project received gifts from more 
than 500 individuals. Fund raising is 
still ongoing to ful ly complete the 
project, and various naming opportu-
nities are available within the CEC, 
ranging from the $ 1 million Clinical 
Education Complex Hall to offices at 
$20,000 each. 
Several other projects, such as 
the South Campus expansion, have 
also been enhanced through private 
support. The $10.5 m illion South 
Campus project has expanded and 
updated laboratories and class-
rooms. The updated facilities 
John Osborne, WKU's vice pres-
ident of Campus Services, sees t he 
impact these dollars are making 
across the campus. "WKU's priority 
for state funding lies with academic 
enhancements, but private support Suzanne Vrt.ale Clinical Education Complex (CEC) 
\\ I , I [ R ~ K f 1" I l (. K \- l N I \ I R , I I ) 
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enhance classroom instruction, and 
the new laboratories provide 
instruction that is relevant, up-to-
date, and prepares students for the 
clinical setting. 
In addition, WKU is seeking pri-
vate support to enhance the expan-
sion of the Raymond B. Preston 
Health & Activities Center. The proj-
ect w ill add 13,000 square feet to the 
front of the facility for a state-of-the-
art fitness and weight room in addi-
tion renovations will be made to the 
. M /4, 
CeMti"{y-of Spirit 
The Campaign forWestern Kentucky University 
current I ntramu ral-Recrea tional 
Sports Office, Health and Fitness 
Lab, men's and women's locker 
rooms, and the Conference Room. 
Various naming opportunities are 
available, from the atrium, to the 
lounge, to the weight room. 
WKU Athletic D irector Wood 
Selig said corporate and individual 
support has also made ath letic 
improvements possible. "Private sup-
port continues to provide the margin 
of excellence we need to construct 
exceptional facilities versus average 
facilities," he said. "As all of us at 
WKU know, exceptional facilities 
make the difference between ordi-
nary and extraordinary. These con-
struction accompl ishments would 
not be possible w ithout the buy-in 
and belief of our benefactors of 
WKU." 
The $49 million improvement 
and expansion of Houchens 
Industries - L.T. Smith Stadium now 
T 
Raymond B. Preston Heattn & Act1v ties Center 
WINTER 2008 
offers an on-campus football stadium 
and intercollegiate athletic perform-
ance center that is among the 
nation's finest facilities. Various nam-
ing opportunities are still available 
within the stadium, including the new 
club level, the locker room, and 
offices. 
Likewise, the $ I million Paul C. 
Orberson Baseball Clubhouse proj-
ect will give WKU one of the nation's 
finest on-campus baseball facilities. 
The clubhouse project will al low for 
all WKU coaches, student-athletes, 
trainers, and program support per-
sonnel to be housed literally on site 
at the baseball complex.A wide vari-
ety of naming oppor tunities are stil l 
available for this project-from the 
Stadium Club to player lockers-
with options ranging from $5,000 to 
$ 1 million. 
"Private gifts are playing a signif-
icant role in allowing us to physically 
transform our campus," Hiles said. 
"While the Commonwealth will con-
t inue to fund most of our academic 
buildings, we will increasingly seek 
private support to enhance those 
projects, to build other facilities-
such as the chapel- and to fund our 
athletic improvements. This is an 
important par t of the amazing trans-
formation that is occurring atWKU."· 
\\l'>flR'-' Kl'<ll< ~) NI\IR\11\ 
A new interfaith nonsectarian chapel, envisioned by WKU President Gary Ransdell and sup-
ported by private donors, will soon grace the campus of Western Kentucky University. WKU 
celebrated the announcement of this project during its Homecoming celebration on Oct. 31 . 
"As we transform this campus, I've observed that there's a missing element in our first 
I 00 years and that is a place in which our faculty, staff, students, and alumni can express 
their faith," Ransdell explained. "For some time now it has been my intention to help bring 
about that place on our campus- a place for peace, solitude, and private contemplation in a 
completely non-denominational manner where every person and religion is embraced. And 
even those who just seek solitude and inspiration without religious context can f,nd comfort." 
12 
WKU CHAPEL 
With a lead gift of $800,000 
from David Chandler ('82) of 
Bowling Green, the $1.6 million 
Chandler Memorial Chapel has 
already received almost $1.3 million 
in gifts from nearly SO alumni and 
friends. Chandler said the Chapel 
will add an important element to 
WKU. "Its very presence is symbol-
ic of the majesty of God and has 
been designed as a center for vital 
religious activity and spiritual devel-
opment for the campus community," 
he said. 
President Ransdell agreed. " I 
want to help create a place where 
we can come together as a campus 
community in moments of celebra-
tion and tragedy- a place for wed-
dings and special moments but also 
a place to grieve and console," he 
said. "I want to express my appreci-
ation to Dave Chandler for his 
extremely generous gift that al lowed 
the project to unfold and to all of 
V-. 'ill 
the other donors who helped make 
it possible." 
Kevin Brooks ('74) of Bowling 
Green is chairing the steering com-
mittee for the project. "This is a 
project I have hoped to see happen 
at WKU for more than a decade," 
he said. "I think all great universities 
should have a chapel. The Chandler 
Memorial Chapel will fit perfectly 
with WKU's vision to be a leading 
American university with interna-
t ional reach. I believe that, as a 
diverse University community, it's 
important to have a place that rec-
ognizes one's faith - a place for sol-
ace, quiet, prayer, or reflection. 
That's the kind of place this will be." 
The idea of a chapel is synony-
mous with WKU's rich history, dat-
ing back to the University's founding 
when Henry Hardin Cherry encour-
aged students to attend a daily 
chapel service in Van Meter 
Auditorium. " In its final analysis, 
chapel is the place where Western is 
daily born," Cherry asserted, and 
many students and faculty agreed 
with him. Chapel was one of the 
fondest memories that many stu-
dents carried from the Hill, and their 
most vivid recollections were often 
of Cherry's own inspirational talks. 
A key part of the Chapel will be 
a WKU Columbarium, which will 
allow WKU alumni and friends to 
secure a permanent place on sacred 
WKU ground. Several niches will be 
built in the Chapel and adjacent 
grounds. These niches will be sold 
and reserved for the owner(s). An 
owner's ashes will be permanently 
sealed in an urn in each personally 
identified niche. Each owner's name 
and limited personal information 
w ill forever mark the niche. A 
"Memorial W all" will also be avail-
able to remember those persons 
interred e lsewhere but who wish to 




"I wanted to create a place 
where those who care deeply about 
this institution can place their 
remains in perpetuity through the 
Columbarium," Ransdell said. "My 
w ife, Julie, and I will be the first 
to reserve a niche in t he 
Columbarium." 
"Columbarium" derives from a 
Latin word for a structure provided 
for the nesting of doves. In modern 
use the word refers to a burial vault 
for urns holding cremated human 
remains. With t he small space 
required for each urn, cremation is 
an ancient practice that is becoming 
more widespread. T he process is 
wi?ely recognized as both theologi-
cally and ecologically sound . 
The cost of building and main-
taining the chapel must be provided 
by private gifts. While al l gifts are 
welcomed and all are encouraged to 
contribute, do nors who give $1 ,000 
or more can choose to be personal-
ly recognized in the chapel or select 
STUDENTS ON THEIR WAY TO 
OHAPEL EXER.OI SES, 
WESTERN :KENTUCKY 
STATE NORMAL SCHOOL, 
BOWLING GREEN, KENTUCKY. 
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someone else to memorialize. Two 
major naming opportunities are also 
available: the Interior Hall 
($250,000) and the Chapel Entry 
Court ($ 100,000). In addition, all 
benefactors who give $25,000 or 
more to t he project wi ll be listed on 
a prominent display inside t he 
Chapel. 
The WKU Chapel and 
Columbarium will keep alive Dr. 
Cherry's assertion that "The Spirit 
Makes the Master," as all in t he 
WKU family will have the opportu-
nity to seek sanctuary and forever 
rest within the walls or on the 
grounds of the WKU Chapel. 
For more information, call 
/-888-WKU-ALUM or visit the 
Chapel Web site at 
www.wku.edu/chapel. 
Benefactors of 
$25,000 and above: 
David Chandler 
$800,000 
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LIN CO LN BICENTENNIAL 
Why Are There No More by Glenn W . Lafantasie 
Ever since April I 865, when Abraham Lincoln was assassinated, most 
Americans have come to think of him as the nation's greatest president In the 
143 years a~er his assassination, Lincoln continues to be mourned, but for rea-
sons quite different than the ones that made his contemporaries weep at his 
passing. In our own time, Americans lament the fact that we lack leaders of 
Lincoln's caliber, especially whenever the country finds itself in a time of an 
acute or dangerous crisis. Why don't we have politicians like Lincoln to guide 
us, inspire us, and lead us out of our desperate circumstances? Why can no 




LINCOLN BICENTENN IAL 
(~eft) Detail of a photograph tak~n br. P~eston Butler on August 13, 1860, less than three months before Lincoln's election to the presidency; (Center) Lincoln and 
his youngest son. Tho'."as (called Tad ), m a photograph taken by Mathew Brady; (Right) An engraving printed after Lincoln's death depicting him in an embrace with 
another revered president, George Washington.All images courtesy of Library of Congress. 
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Lincoln, as it turns out, was one 
of a kind. He was very much a man of 
his time and place. The personal 
ingredients that made him Lincoln, 
the forces and influences that mold-
ed his political talents and produced 
his genius as a leader, no longer exist 
in our modern society. Lincoln was a 
poor, self-educated product of the 
frontier who raised himself up, taught 
himself how to be an attorney, and 
considered himself a lawyer first and 
a politician second. He was born in a 
very different age than our own. We 
know well that Lincoln came into the 
world on February 12, 1809, and few 
can miss the fact that the nation is 
now celebrating the bicentennial of 
his birth. But what we readily forget 
is that when he was born Thomas 
Jefferson had just finished his second 
term as president, James Madison 
was just beginning his first,and a third 
Virginian, James Monroe, would be 
sworn in as president eight years 
later. All three of these presidents-
just like the first two, George 
Washington and John Adams- were 
fully products of the American 
Revolution and of the Enlightenment, 
that remarkable intellectual move-
ment that had given the revolution-
ary generation its greatest impetus 
and its most powerful ideas, including 
the ones so memorably expressed by 
Jefferson in the Declaration of 
Independence: life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness. 
Lincoln, too, was influenced by 
the Enlightenment, especially by its 
insistence on natural rights and self-
evident truths, but we don't often 
think of him in that way. The 
American Enlightenment was, after 
al l, an 18th century movement, and 
the Lincoln we know was a man 
who appears to be fully at home in 
the more rough-and-tumble circum-
stances of the 19th century than in 
the stately drawing rooms of Mount 
Vernon or Monticello. Yet it was 
those very Enlightenment ideas-
and particularly the notion of innate 
rights-that shaped Lincoln's politi-
cal philosophy and his fundamental 
principles as an American. 
Calling members of his own 
generation "the legal inheritors" of 
the Founders' "fundamental bless-
ings," Lincoln praised the 
Revolutionaries in his first major 
speech (the famous "Lyceum 
Speech"), delivered in 1838. The 
heroes of the Revolution, he said, 
were "a once hardy, brave, and patri-
otic, but now lamented and depart-
ed race of ancestors." It was now 
left to Lincoln and his contempo-
raries to inhabit and protect the 
"political edifice of liberty and equal 
rights." The fact that the bonds 
between Lincoln's own generation 
and the Old Revolutionaries "must 
fade, is fading, had faded," only made 
Lincoln all the more anxious about 
the future of the republic. It was 
inevitable, he asserted, that the 
Founders' "influence cannot be what 
it heretofore has been."Yet Lincoln's 
very remarks made plain that his 
own ties to the Founding Fathers 
had not faded at al l; indeed, they 
were as strong and as vibrant as 
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(Left) Lincoln posing in 1862 with Allen Pinkerton and Major General John A. McClernand; (Center) A patriotic painting by Jean Louis Gerome Ferris of 
Lincoln delivering an address; (Right) The last photograph taken of Lincoln before his death. All images courtesy of Library of Congress. 
rest of his life. 
"All honor to Jefferson," 
Lincoln declared in 1859, despite the 
fact that Jefferson's slaveholding tar-
nished the legacy of liberty that the 
Virginian had bequeathed to his 
countrymen. On the eve of his own 
inauguration, Lincoln explained suc-
cinctly to the American people, " I 
have never had a feeling politically 
that did not spring from the senti-
ments embodied in the Declaration 
of Independence." Later, after taking 
on the mantle of the presidency and 
leading the nation through the strife 
of civil war, Lincoln continued to 
ponder the Enlightenment values he 
had inherited from the Founding 
Fathers. The rebell ion of the south-
ern states, Lincoln said in a brief 
speech delivered a few days after 
the victories at Gettysburg and 
Vicksburg in 1863, was nothing less 
than "an effort to overthrow the 
principle that all men were created 
equal." He would e levate the 
Declaration of Independence to an 
even higher plane in his Gettysburg 
WINTER 2008 
Address later that November. 
For Lincoln and his own gener-
ation, the American Revolution was 
not an event in the distant and hazy 
past. It was the nation's found ing 
moment, and memories of the 
Revolution and of those who had 
led it remained vitally strong and 
clear in the minds of Lincoln and the 
generation of Americans who fought 
the Civil War. The legacy of the 
Revolution was, for Lincoln and his 
contemporaries, a living legacy.Today 
our political leaders hearken back to 
the Revolution using a patriotic 
rhetoric that seems hackneyed, stilt-
ed, or shrill. Occasional ly, in Fourth 
of July or campaign speeches, they 
sputter words that quote or mimic 
the Declaration of Independence; 
but they do not articulate its 
essence, as Lincoln so often did. 
Somehow our current politicians 
never sound like they really mean it. 
In Lincoln's time, his own stirring 
echo of the Declaration of 
Independence in the Gettysburg 
Address fell on the alert ears of 
Americans who could feel, as well as 
hear, the power of his words. They 
could also immediately understand-
without the help of a Rush Limbaugh 
or a Chris Matthews- the full 
importance of what he was saying. 
We have lost our touchstone 
with the American Revolution and 
with the Enlightenment, a touch-
stone that Lincoln had readily at 
hand.To a great extent, we have also 
lost some of the innocence that, in 
Lincoln's era, helped him to become 
a leader of enormous stature by 
appealing with great sincerity to the 
people and by trusting them as the 
true source of the country's 
strength. "I expect the people to 
sustain me," he said in 186 1. "They 
have never yet forsaken any true 
man." Our era of political cynicism 
and distrust prevents us from seeing 
even the most talented leaders as 
bearing any of the special quali ties 
that made Lincoln who he was. The 
nation's loss of innocence, which, in 
fact, came about as a consequence 
of the C ivil War, doesn't let us 
l\[[IN !<IN '-' I I I 
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believe anymore that our politicians 
are as sincere-or as honest-as 
Lincoln seemed to be. 
But there is also another stark 
difference between Lincoln and our 
modern politicians. Our modern 
leaders are nearly all professional 
politicians. Many of them begin their 
careers in other professions, like the 
law, but once elected they regard 
their office and their running for 
office as an occupation. They earn 
their livings in politics, moving up 
from one office to the next, as high 
as the ladder wil l take them. As a 
result, they take few risks, since they 
fear being fired by their con-
stituents. They tend not to be moti-
vated by what's right or what's for 
the common good as opposed to 
whatever position will get them re-
elected or, perhaps, elected to a 
higher office. 
Lincoln delivering his second inaugural address on the steps of the U.S. Capitol. 
Their profession developed 
gradually over time, springing forth 
more fu lly as the nation moved far-
ther and farther away from the era 
of the Founding Fathers. Lincoln was 
not entirely immune to the r ising 
reality of professional politics. He 
overflowed with ambition, not at all 
unlike our modern scramblers who 
nearly fall over one another in their 
effort to win elections. Indeed, 
Lincoln's formidable talents as a 
politician are celebrated in many cir-
cles; Americans applaud him for his 
vast polit ical genius. Yet Lincoln, 
despite his pronounced ambition 
and his instinct for playing the game 
of politics, was political in the way 
that citizens of ancient Athens or 
The president visits the Union Army of the Potomac after the battle of Antietam in the fall of 1862. 
Image courtesy of Library of Congress. 
the Roman republic-or even, espe-
cially, the Founding Fathers- were: 
all citizens were political beings and 
achieved their highest moral satis-
faction by participating, and actually 
serving, as an office-holder, in a self-
governing republic. For Lincoln, this 
idea of civic virtue was a beacon in 
the night, the course by which self 
interest could be left behind. In his 
famous debates with Stephen A 
Douglas in 1858, Lincoln declared 
that he hated slavery because "it 
forces so many really good men .. . 
into an open war w ith the very fun-
damental principles of civil liberty-
criticizing the Declaration of 
Independence, and insisting that 
there is no right principle of action 
but self interest." 
During Lincoln's lifetime, the 
modern politician began to emerge 
more fully.After the Civil Wa,~ party 
bosses and their offspring (i.e., pro-
fes·sional politicians) became more 
prevalent in an increasingly industri-
alized, urban, and modern America. 
WKUSPlRIT 
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Lincoln was repelled by professional 
politicos like New York's Thurlow 
Weed and Fernando Wood, 
although he found it necessary at 
times to cozy up to them. But the 
extent to which our modern politi-
cal culture is defined and managed 
by professional politicians (and their 
anci llaries in the press) would 
astound him. 
With the professionalization of 
politics and its emphasis on elected 
office as a full-time occupation, we 
have lost some of the luster (and 
some of the electric spontaneity) 
that came from ordinary Americans 
rising to the height of their abilities 
and possessing, as Lincoln so emi-
nently did, the talent and the self-
sacrificing character to solve our 
national problems, to lead us toward 
brighter days. T here is no turning 
back to Lincoln's time; there is little 
chance that we will ever see a 
Lincoln step forward out of our 
modern maelstrom of professional 
partisan politics. But we can, at the 
WINTER 2008 
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very least, still heed Lincoln's words. 
"The struggle of today is not alto-
gether for today- it is for a vast 
future also," he reminded the nation 
in 1862. "The dogmas of the quiet 
past, are inadequate to the stormy 
present." But then he revealed-as 
only Lincoln could do-a way out: 
"We must disenthrall ourselves, and 
then we shall save our country." 
Glenn W LaFantasie is the Richard Frockt Family Professor of Civil War History and 
the Director of the Center (or the Study of the Civil War in the West at Western 
Kentucky University. 
(Above) Lincoln and his cabinet at the signing of the Emancipation Proclamation (Below Left) The Father 
(George Washington) and Savior (Abraham Lincoln) of their country. (Below Right) Lincoln on his death bed. 
Images courtesy of Library of Congress 
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WKU President Gary Ransdell and his w,fe, Julie, pose with the 
newly-dedicated bronze statue Abraham Uncoln. 
The goal of the Political 
Engagement Project (PEP) is to 
establish a political engagement "cul-
ture" where administrators, stu-
dents and faculty are self-conscious 
about their influence. This is an ini-
tiative relevant for all disciplines 
because it's about influence and the 
ability to impact policy. A presiden-
tial e lection year gave us the perfect 
opportunity to provide our students 
with the skills needed to influence 
the political process. 
Each year PEP selects a theme 
that provides students with the 
knowledge, skills and motivation to 
participate in a democratic society. 
This year the selection of that 
theme was bolstered by the Warren 
County Public Schools who donated 
an old school bus for just $1. Using 
the bus as the centerpiece, we want-
ed a theme that would encourage 
informed analysis of contemporary 
issues with an appreciation of the 
historical underpinnings of those 
issues. The year 1968, with political 
assassinations, economic turmoil, an 
unpopular war and social unrest, 
was the beginning of a tumultuous 
time in America and provided the 
perfect backdrop for our project, 
"Get on the Bus: Forty Years of 
Political Activism, 1968-2008." 
First order of business - get the 
bus painted. PEP invited Residence 
Life and Master Plan to join the 
team.What a great way to introduce 
the Class of 2012 to the idea that as 
WKU students and as members of a 
global community, they are expected 
to be politically engaged. So, one of 
the first teaching strategies was an 
assessment on what they thought 
were the important issues of the 
day. Spirited dialogue and discussion 
WINTER 2008 
enlivened many sessions. The Art 
Department then worked with stu-
dents to translate those issues into 
images for one side of the bus. On a 
hot summer day in August, we were 
ready. Never did we expect that 
600+ students would turn out to 
paint this bus. Political engagement 
for 2008 was on its way . . . 
PEP partnered with Kaleidoscope, 
a community-based organization 
committed to giving young people a 
voice, to get on board. Their 
Voices4Justice program adopted the 
bus theme and, for three weeks in 
August, junior and senior high 
school students researched and dis-
cussed social issues from 1968 to 
STUDENT ENGAGEM ENT 
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2008. Working with local artists, 
they spent the next five weeks cre-
ating images of those issues for the 
"other" side of the bus. 
The bus was ready for 
Election 2008. 
In mid September we celebrated 
Constitution Week with an interdis-
ciplinary display of of curriculum and 
co-curricular events. Constitution 
week is a federally mandated annual 
celebration of the Constit ution. 
Faculty teaching public speaking 
courses adopted political activism as 
the theme for speech presentations; 
history majors focused on the histor-
ical context of presidential debates. 
25 
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STUDENT ENGAGEMENT 
PEP partnered with University 
Experience to integrate political 
engagement into the UE curriculum 
and the Introduction to American 
Government courses analyzed t he 
role of citizen participatio n in politi-
cal discourse. 
A sampling of co-curricular 
activities included the screening of 
two movies, "Ironed Jawed Angels" 
by t he Women's Studies Program 
and "Maggie Growls" by the Center 
for Gerontology and Aging Action 
Student Group. Political Science and 
Social Stud ies, Bem is Lawrence 
Residence Hall , Gordon Ford 
College of Business, and Art and 
African American Studies held vari-
ous activities throughout the day. 
WKU alumnus and Kentucky 
Supreme Court Chief Justice, John 
Minton, stopped by to discuss public 
access to the courts with WKU and 
Warren County Public School stu-
dents. Minton's talk was sponsored 
by the School of Journalism and 
Broadcasting. 
The week of activities culminat-
ed with a Rock the Vote festival that 
registered 700+ new voters! 
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Next stop for the bus -
Debate Watch 2008 
Festival. 
WKUSP IRIT 
The three goals of the Political 
Engagement Project: knowledge, 
skills and motivation, merged for a 
night of fun on October 7. Debate 
Watch is a voter education program 
of t he Commission on Presidential 
Debates in which schools across the 
country participate by watching tel-
evised presidential debates together 
and discussing it afterward. WKU 
was recognized in 2004 as having 
the largest audience for any Debate 
Watch party in the country with 
o-:er 2,000 students.The goal for the 
2008 presidential debate was to 
beat t hat number. 
Preparation for the Festival 
began early during the spring semes-
ter. South Lawn, in front of the 
Guthrie Bell Tower was secured and 
Fresh Food Company served dinner 
for the Festival. A Nashville band, 
Space Capone, was hired. 
Candidates, organizations, clubs and 
vendors set up booths. WBKO/TV 
WINTER 2008 
and the community were invited. All 
was in readiness for the big day. The 
weatherman predicted the weather 
would be perfect. It hadn't rained in 
two months.Then on that morning, it 
rained all day. Our best laid plans 
were being washed away, but not to 
worry. The PEP team wasn't going to 
let it rain on the festival so we sprang 
into action with "Plan B." 
By the start of the festival at 
5:30 that evening, Diddle Arena had 
been transformed into a bevy of 
political activity with candidates, 
vendors, music, food and most 
importantly - STUDENTS. Despite 
the, change in venue and the wet 
weather, more than 2,500 students 
jo ined the excitement and watched 
the debate on the big screen. 
The Bus was there, complete 
wit h a Kentucky Museum exhibit 
focusing specifically on the political 
activism of WKU faculty, staff and 
STUDENT ENGAGEM ENT 
students over the last 40 years. T he 
night ended wit h a post-debate 
analysis led by Secretary of State 
Trey Grayson. 
Get on the Bus activities con-
tinued throughout t he semester 
with concerts, get out the vote 
drives, movies and debates. 
A semester of engagement cul-
minated with students presenting 
their politically engaged experiences 
and their understanding of the influ-
ence of citizen participation at the 
English Writing Conference, "Forty 
Years of Political Activism." 
We're headed to Washington, 
D.C. for the 2009 Presidential 
Inauguration. 
Come Get on the Bus ... 
Stay tuned for more 
information. Visit the website 
www.debatewatch2008.com. 
27 
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DR. BILL SCOTT, v,.1;. 
MUSIC DIRECTOR, 
"Music is the only thing which is suitable on all occasions. Music has its 
lesson in war and in peace, in merriment and in sadness,· at creation and at 
death. There is no time nor place when a song is not in order." 
- Western Kentucky State Normal School Bulletin, February 1907 
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The Bowling Green - Western 
Symphony Orchestra celebrates its 
centennial during the 2008-2009 
season. This I 00 year tenure makes 
the BGWSO the oldest symphony 
orchestra in the Commonwealth 
and among the 30 lo ngest running 
orchestras in the nation. For the 
centennial, the Bowling Green -
Western Symphony Orchestra's 
first concert celebrated the return 
of former conductors such as 
Jooyong Ahn, Christopher Norton, 
Bennie Beach, John Duff, and 
Benjamin Woodruff. The October 
30 concert featured accomplished 
alumni and the premiere of a piece 
by alumnus David Gibson, President 
Gary Ransdell conducted "The 
Normal March," composed by the 
first conductor of the Symphony, 
Franz Strahm, sometime in the late 
fall of 19 10. "The Normal March" 
was soon adopted as the school song 
and was played frequently during 
chapel services. These centennial 
concerts were followed by the tradi-
tional "Holiday Pops." In February 
2009, the Hilltop Virtuosi Concert 
will feature faculty members, and 
the Apri l concert will feature 
Beethoven's Symphony No. 9 in D 
Minor Opus 125, with a closing cho-
rus on Schiller's "Ode to Joy." The 
WKU Choral Society will join the 
Symphony for this concert. For 
more information on these and 
other events, please visit the 
Symphony's website at 
www.bgwso.org or call the BGWSO 
at 270-745-768 1. 
Chaney's Dairy Barn has also 
created a commemorative ice 
cream for the centennial, Symphony 
Swirl, and WKU professor Jonathan 
Jeffrey, Library Special Collections, 
has written a history of the 
Symphony. According to Jeffrey, in A 
Century of Symphony, ' 'the venues 
have changed, the musicians have 
changed, the music has changed, the 
conductors have changed, but the 
end product-beautiful orchestral 
music- has remained a constant." 
Learn to Travel 
Travel to Learn 
A collage of cultures has shaped 
Spain's intriguing identity.The legacy 
of Romans, Visigoths, Muslims, Jews 
and Christians have left an indelible 
imprint on the country's cuisine, 
art, literature and traditions. 
Experience the culture mosaic for 
yourself as you witness Spain's 
unique architecture, peruse timeless 
masterpieces at its world-class 
museums, and stand in the shadow 
of its historic monuments. 
We invite you to join Department of 
Geography and Geology faculty D r. 
David Keeling and Debbie Kreitzer 
along with current WKU students 
and alumni on an exploration of the 
art and culture of Spain. 
Departing May 2009 
For further information to go to 
our website at alumni.wku.edu and 
click on event calendar. 
WKU HOMECOMING 
Alumni and friends from across the globe returned to 
the Hill to "Vote Big Red for President" during 
Homecoming,WKU's largest reunion weekend of the 
year. To view the Homecoming 2008 photo gallery, 
visit alumni.wku.edu 
WKU HOMECOMING 
November 1, 2008 
J tiunAtuS 
of the Year Rec1 
Lee Robertson (left) and Donald Smith (right) 
present the Alumnus of the Year award to 
Terry L. Parker '82 (center) 
Barren County Alumni Chapter 
Ninth year - Chapter of Distinction 
Heartland Alumni Chapter 
Fifth year - Chapter of Distinction 
Northern Kentucky/ Greater 
Cincinnati Alumni Chapter 
Fourth year - Chapter of Distinction 
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SUMMIT AWARDS 
2008 Alumni Association 
0ir/ trlql//;r/ud 
Servfce Medal Recipients 
David Roberts '79 (left),Tom Caudill '79 (middle), 
John Oldham '49 and '53 (right) received the 
Distinguished Service medal. 
Central Kentucky Alumni Chapter 
Fifth year - Chapter of Distinction 
Muhlenberg County Alumni Chapter 
Sixth year - Chapter of Distinction 
Tampa Bay Alumni Chapter 
First year - Chapter of Distinction 
J/r;aaq J t/41/JVUt.o 
of th'l! Year Recipient 
Lee Robertson (left) and Donald Smith (right) 
present the Young Alumnus of the Year award 
to Drew H. Byers '02 (center) 
Greater Louisville Chapter 
Tenth year • Chapter of Distinction 
Music City Alumni Chapter 
First year - Chapter of Distinction 
Warren County A lumni Chapter 
Tenth year - Chapter of Dist inct ion 




Class Notes is a feature, which allows WKU Alumni Association members to update fellow classmates on significant accomplishments 
that have happened in their lives. Memberships are $25 for an annual membership and $500 for a lifetime membership. If you wish 
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1950s 
Jerry Brewer 
('59, '67) of 
Jasper, Ind., has 
been honored 
after a 44-year 
teaching and 
coaching career. 
He retired from 
coaching in 2002 after becoming the 
winningest coach in Indiana high 
school history. The Jasper Alumni 
Stadium was recently renamed the 
Jerry Brewer Alumni Stadium. 
;I: 
Save The Date 
Golden Anniversary 
Club Reunion 
Honoring the Class of 1959 
May 17 & 18, 2009 
For more information please contact your 
Alumni Association at 888. WKU.ALUM or 
tracy.morrison@wku.edu. 
1960s 
Jenny Rossetter Musen ('62) of 
High Springs, Fla., was awarded the 
Lillian Isaac Ladle Award by the 
Women's Ministry Department of the 
Florida Baptist Convention, SBC for 
more than 35 years of work in literacy 









What You Need 
to Know." 
Dr. James Patterson ('73) of 
Eldridge, Iowa, is co-author of the 4th 
edition of Purchasing and Supply Chain 
Management (2009) published by 
South-Western Cengage Learning. He 
is associate professor of operations 
and supply chain management at 
Western Illinois University - Quad 
C ities in Moline, Ill. and recently cele-
brated 35 years of marriage with his 
wife, Diane ('73). 
Anne A. 
Chesnut ('76) 
of Lexington, Ky., a 
member in the 
Lexington office of 
Greenbaum Doll & 
McDonald PLLC, 
has been named co-chair of the firm's 
Appellate Practice Team. Anne has been 
listed in The Best Lawyers in America 
for several years and was selected as 
one of the top attorneys in business liti-
gation in the 2008 Kentucky Super 
Lawyers Corporate Counsel Edition. 
Dr. Jim B. Feix ('76) of Milwaukee, 
Wis., a Professor of Biophysics at the 
Medical College of Wisconsin, spoke 
to the Asia Pacific Magnetic Resonance 
Society July 12-19 in Cairns, Australia 
on The Development of Peptide 
Antibiotics. 
l!JWKU. l i __(}· -clti1i& .Jffe11zb e1\s 
Alumni Association 
The WKU Alumni Association sincerely thanks its Lifetime Members for their loyalty and dedication to WKU. 
Listed below are new WKU Alumni Association Lifetime members since July I, 2008 - October 19, 2008. By 
ca/ling 888. WKU.ALUM, you can become the newest Lifetime Member of the WKU Alumni Association! 
Mr. Leonard Ray Austin 
Ms. Janice Omega Avant-Mckinney 
Rev. and Mrs. Stephen L. Ayers 
Mr. Jerry E. Baker 
Col. and Mrs. Steven Lamar Basham 
Mr. and Mrs. Patr ick A. Bennett 
Ms. Elizabeth Dant Bowling 
General Edward Daniel Cherry 
Mrs. Bettie J. Christofoli 
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald W. Clark 
Mrs. Jama H. Danhauer 
Mr. Jeffery Robert Eckel 
Mr. Kent E. G ildersleeve 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Harden Gorin 
Mr. Gary Hugh Gregory 
Dr. Ronald Trent Grenko 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael W ilson Hardin 
Mr. Charles E. Harris. Sr. 
Ms. Shelia Marlene Hogue 
Mr. Bryant Aaron Medley 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Jarboe Neel. Jr. 
Dr. and Mrs. Dele Ogunyemi 
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick O 'Rourke 
Mr. Ronnie Gene Stewart 
Amanda Ellen Ramer Tait, Ph.D. 
Ms. Emily Bruce Trabue 
Mr. and Mrs. James Christopher Watkins 





('76) of Louisville, 
Ky., was selected 
as the Realtor® of 
the year for 2008 
by the Greater 
Louisville 
Association of 
Realtors® and was recently elected as 
National Association of Realtors® 
Director for the state of Kentucky. 
Claudette Buchanan Wygal 
('78, '79) graduated from the 
University of Alabama in Huntsvil le in 
August 2007, with a Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing. She will graduate 
again in December 2008, from UAH 
with her Maste rs in Nursing in the 
Nurse Practitioner Track. 
\\ l \ I f k "J t I "J I l L 1< 
1980s 
Clay Scott ('81) of Scottsville, Ky. , 
received the Outstanding Faculty 
Award at Volunteer State Community 
College in Gallatin, Tenn., where he is 
an Associate Professor of Journalism, 
and adviser to the student newspaper 
and student magazine. 
Rick Wood ('83) of Louisville, Ky., 
was recently promoted to Product 
Manager in the Marketing Department 
at Xanodyne Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
Keith 
W ellman ('84) 
and his w ife, 
Karen, of 
Alpharetta, Ga., 
are proud to 
announce the 
birth of their son, Luke Thomas, on 
August 3, 2007. He weighed 5 
pounds, 4 ounces. 
It's all about the Spirit. 
Ronnie Gregory ('85) of 
Nashville, Tenn., was recently promot-
ed to Director within the tax practice 
of Deloitte & Touche LLP 
Andrew G. Lano II ('85) of 
Flower Mound, Texas, caddied for 
rookie Chez Reavie, winner of the 
2008 Canadian Open. A professional 
caddie for 2 1 plus years, this makes 
the 6th time Lane's golfer has found 
the winners circle on the PGA Tour. 
Richard M . Clark ('86, '91) of 
Bowling Green, Ky., retired after 41 
years from the United States Army 
Reserve. Richard served from 1967 
to 2008. He retired as a Command 
Sergeant Major. 
WKU Service Day 
C~ et ra e · iversity Day 
Help further WKU's public service mission by participating in a local service 
project on April 4, 2009. 
To find out what your local WKU chapter has planned, visit 
http:/ l www. wkualumni.orgl. 
If your chapter has not selected a project, contact your local chapter leader. 
G"v(;; ack 
WKU Chapters give back to the University every day by keeping the WKU 
connection alive al l over the country and world. On April 4, 2009 chapters 
will get together to give back to their communities, too. 
WKUSPIRlT 
l' '; I \ I I , I I '\ 
Connie 
Bratcher ('87) 
of Bowling Green, 
Ky., was recognized 
for the distin-
guished National 
Court of Sales 
with Mary Kay 
Inc., as well as the # I Independent 
Sales Director in Sales in her National 
Area. Bratcher has earned three 
career cars with t he company and 
completed the National Court of Sales 
five times in her career. Her husband 
is Don, and she has two sons, Jacob 
and Taylor. 
Terry Likes ('88) of Bowling 
Green, Ky., has been named the new 
department head of communications 
and tenured full-professor of 
Broadcast Journalism at Tennessee 
State University in Nashville. Prior to 
TSU, Likes taught at Western 
Kentucky University for 20 years. 
1990s 
Marsha Arnold VanBenschoten 
('90) of Leitchfield, Ky., married Phillip 
VanBenschoten, Sr., on August 14, 2008. 
Local VVKU 
Chapters 
. Keeping you connected 
no matter where you live. 
on the web: 
alumni.wku.edu 
Your WKU Alumni Association. 
Serving students 
past, present and future. 
W INTER 2008 
CLASS NOTES 
New Addition in 
your Family'? 
Share your news 
at a/umni@wku.edu . 











birth of their 
Denise Brown 
('93) of Murrells 
Inlet, S.C., was 
recently promoted 
to vice president 
at Branch Banking 
and Trust. 
daughter, Riley Jade. She was born on 
April 30, 2008. She weighed 6 pounds 
and I I ounces and was 19 inches long. 
Kathryn Crowe, RN, BSN ('94) 
of Owensboro, Ky., has been named 
Executive Director of the Michael E. 
Horn Family Foundation, Inc. 
Scott Toncray ('94) of Orlando, 
Fla., has been promoted to vice presi-
dent of marketing services for Wycliffe 
Foundation. 
Tim Davis ('96, '02) of Bowling 
Green, Ky., was selected to represent 
the United States of America as a 
member ofTeam USA at the Duathlon 





Mullins ('00) of 
Brentwood, Tenn., 
and her husband, 
Charles. are proud 
to announce the 
birth of their twin 
boys.Anderson and C lay Mullins, born 
November 9, 2007. 
Krist en 
Nicholson 
('00) of Nashville, 
Tenn., was named 
the w inner of this 
year's Woman of 
the Year of The 
Leukemia & 
Lymphoma Society's Tennessee 
Chapter. She was the campaign manag-
er for the 2007 Woman of the Year, 
Charmaine Hunt. 
Michael Payton ('00) of Louisville, 
Ky., was promoted to Operations 
Supervisor at the Data Vault in 
Lo uisville, Ky. 
Katie (Staples) 
Burch ('01, 
'02) and Kevin 
Burch of 
Louisville, Ky., 
were married on 
May 19, 2007. 
WKU awards honorary degrees to individuals who have made exemplary 
contributions to the University, the state, the nation or the world. Honorary 
degrees may be awarded to outstanding citizens of the Commonwealth, 
outstanding alumni or individuals of national or international prominence 
whose contributions have enhanced society as a whole. 
Nominations should be directed, in letter form, to Alecea Davis in the Office 
of the Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs, 1906 College Heights 
Blvd # I I 008, Bowling Green, KY 4210 1-1 008. 
For any questions, contact Alecea at alecea.davis(a)wku.edu or 270-745-6237. 
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$1 
Call 1-888-WKU-ALUM or visit 
Q i~L Y ,Q www.growingupred.org to registe_r! __ __ 
GROWING UP RID 
YOU/~ CHILD WILL l~ECEIVE P-GE- 1\PP/~OP/~I P-TE GIFTS E~ .&. 
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W INTER 2008 
WKU Remembers 
On October 4th, the Hilltoppers visited the 
Hokies of Virginia Tech during the 2008 football 
season. While in Blacksburg, the entire team visit-
ed the Remembrance Memorial, a monument 
dedicated to the 32 individuals lost in the 2007 
school tragedy. The team held a moment of 
silence and placed this "WKU Remembers" 
wreath on the newly dedicated memorial. Thank 
you to the Hilltopper Football Team and Staff for 
representingWKU with great class. 
43 
etters to the 
ITOR 
Coming Spring 2009! 
GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY 
CLUB REUNION 
Do you ever think back to 1959 and your day's on " the 
Hill?" Do you wonder how your col lege roommate is doing? Do 
you remember cheering on Coach Diddle and the Hilltoppers or 
dancing at the Talisman Bal l? Does this bring back some great 
memories? lf so, mark your calendars, call your friends and 
make plans to attend the Colden Anniversary Club Reunion on 
May 17-18, 2009. WKU will be honoring the Class of 1959. lf you 
would like more information, please contact your WKU Alunuu 
association at 888.WKU.ALUM or alumn.i@wku.edu. 
New W<U SPIRIT department! 
WKU SPIRIT welcomes readers' comments. 
Letters should include t he writer's full name, 
address, school(s), degree(s) and year(s) of 
graduation for alumni. Letters may be edited 
for lengt h and clarity. Correspondence 
shou ld be sent by e-mail to alum-
ni@wku.edu o r mail to the W KU SPIRIT 
Editor, 1906 College Heights Heights Blvd. 




('02) and Wes 
Hagerman of 
Lexington, Ky., are 
proud to 
announce the 
announce the birth of their son, Jay 
Andrew, born on April 7, 2008. Jay 
weighed 8 pounds, 13 ounces and was 
20 I /2 inches long. 
birth of their son, Noah Wesley, on 
February 20, 2008. He weighed 8 




(Walts) Krantz of 
Lexington, Ky., 
were married at 
My Old Kentucky 




'05, '07) of 
Glasgow, Ky., are 
proud to 
on May 25, 2008. Christina is current-
ly pursuing her master's degree in 
Social Work at the University of 
Kentucky. Matthew is employed by 
the Cabinet for Health and Family 
Services. 
WKU MERCHANDISE ORDER FORM 
WKU Umbrella 
Memorabilia Print 
_ W KU Glasses /mofi / 
_WKUAfghan 
$20.00 + $4 S&H 
$ 10.00 +$4S&H 
$ 15.00 + $4 S&H 
$42.00 + $5 S&H 
_ Red Towel Territory Print $ I 0.00 + $4 S&H 
_ W KU Tailgate Chair $20.00 + $5 S&H 
Name ------------------
Address ________________ _ 
City/State/Zip ______________ _ 
Email _________ Phone ______ _ 
Method of Payment 
Amount enclosed $ ___________ _ 
0 VISA 0 MC 0 Discover O Amex 
# ______________ Exp. __ _ 
Signature _ _______________ _ 
Mail form to: 
WKU Alumni Relations and Annual Giving 
1906 College Heights Blvd., # 3 IO 16 
Bowling Green, KY 4210 1- 10 16 
Or call toll free 888-958-2586 
W INTER 2008 
CLASS NOTES 
Jennifer Patterson ('02) of 
Stamping Ground, Ky., and her husband, 
Frank, have two daughters, Kr isten 
Elizabeth, born Apri l 2005, and Rebecca 
Marie, born August 2007. 




Scottsville, Ky., are 
proud to 
announce the 
birth of their son, Garrett Jackson 
Hatcher on July 28, 2007. Lee is a 
Firefighter/EMT for Bowling Green Fire 
Department. Allison is a Speech-
Language Pathologist and contracts 
services independently. 
------ 45 
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WKU MERCHANDISE ORDER FORM 
_ Cherry Hall 
Van Meter Hall 
The Colonnade 
Houchens Industries -
L.T. Smith Stadium 




Name _________________ _ 
Address _______ _________ _ 
City/State/Zip ______________ _ 
Email _________ Phone ______ _ 
Method of Payment 
Amount enclosed $ _ __________ _ 
0 VISA 0 MC 0 Discover O Amex 
# ______________ Exp. __ _ 
Signature _ _______________ _ 
Mail form to: 
WKU Alumni Relations and Annual Giving 
1906 College Heights Blvd., # 3 IO 16 
Bowling Green, KY 42101-1016 
Or call toll free /-888-958-2586 
"- l 
Danielle Scott 
Meyer ('03) of 
Grovetown, Ga., 
and her husband, 
Hardy, are proud 
to announce the 
birth of their 
daughter, Sophia, 
born on February 20, 2008. Sophia 
weighed 7 pounds, 9 ounces and was 
20 inches long. 
WKUSPIRIT 
June 19, 2008. 
Mark ('03, '05) 
and Kim Hunt 
Vince ('03) of 
Princeton, Ky., 
were married on 
June 21, 2008, in 
Marion, Ky. 
Aaron ('03) 




comed their first 
child, Caroline 
Claire Miller, on 
Blake ('06) and Lesli Guenther 
Ridings ('06) of Hendersonville, 
Tenn., were married on June 28, 2008. 
Lindsey Long 
Ryle ('06) and 
Josh Ryle of 
Clarksville, Tenn., 
are proud to 
announce the 
birth of t heir 
daughter, Alexa 
Mickey Ruth Ryle, born March 26, 
2008. Alexa weighed 8 pounds and 
ounce and was 2 1 inches long. 
Colby ('06) 
and Lindsey B. 
Thurman 
Westerfield 
('07) of Bowling 
Green, Ky .. were 
married on 
September 2, 
2008. Colby is the Computer 
Technician for WKU's School of 
Journalism and Broadcasting and 
Lindsey is the Admissions Counselor 




Courtney Wright ('06) of 
Louisville, Ky., was recently hired as 
the Arts and Humanities teacher at 
Zoneton Middle School in Bullitt 
County Ky. 
Barry Fields 
('07) of Bowling 
Green, Ky .• has 
been called as 
Pastor of Mt. 
Tabor Baptist 
Church in Larue 
County, Ky Barry is pursuing a Master 
of D ivinity at The Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Louisville. 
Ashley Glover Johnson ('07) of 
Glasgow, Ky .. and Robbie Johnson of 
Murfreesboro, Tenn., were married on 
' September 29, 2007 in Bowling Green, 




('07) and Jamie 
Britt ('01) of 
Bowling Green, 
Ky., were married 
on May 3 I , 2008, 
in Ocho Rios, 
Jamaica. The couple resides in 
Nashville, Tenn. 
Kelly Crowe Wathen ('07) and 
W ill W athen of Owensboro, Ky., were 
married on June 14, 2008. Kelly is 
working as an RN in the PACU at 
Mary Washington Hospital in 
Fredericksburg, Va. They reside in 
Stafford, Va. 
Patrick Collins ('08) of Auburn, 
Ky., recently completed U.S. N avy 
Basic Training at Recruit Training 
Command in Great Lake, Ill. 
Shore your news 
at olumni@wku.edu 
.7'.JV'MEMORlAM 
In memory, we pay tribute to all members of the WKU family who have passed away. 
Thomas R.Abell, '60 
Jane C. Arterburn 
Trilby W. Ball 
El len Carol Ballmeyer, '75 
Netta Lee Beard, '88 
Frances H. Bickett, '39 
Mike Bieber, '78 
Gene C. Birkhead, '36 
Kenneth W. Brenner 
Mary S. Bryant 
Holly Bugel 
Billie J. Castro, '56 
Malcom G. Chandler 
H. Philip Constans, Jr. 
Marian I. Cox, '47 BU 
Stella Mae Currie, '47 
William C. Dorris 
John C. Downing, '43 BU 
Gerald Embry, '9 1 
Tommie Lou Warren Frey 
Thelma Gill 
Virginia C Hanson, '73 
William A Hardcastle, '68 
Jane Carroll Hardwick, 'SI ,'80 
James Monroe Harrison, '47 BU 
Martha Lou Haskett 
Estin "Bud" Holton, Jr., 'SI BU 
C harles Allen Hood, '78 
Timothy Huber 
Joseph P. Hudson, '51 
Thomas Walter Hughes, Jr. 
Charles F. Jenkins, Jr., '38 
Mary V Johnston 
Mona M. Jones 
Wayne N. Jones, '35 
Sandra K. Lashley, '03 
Peggy Clayton Lietz, '73 
Charles S. Lively, 'SO 
Melvie Lively, '59 
Katherine Manco, '64 
Dr. Fred E. Marshall. Jr. 
Julian M. Matthews, Jr. 
Delmer McCarley 
Mary Kay Miller, '70, '77 
Marjorie C. Nahm, '64 
William T. Payne, '66 
Ola Sosh Peacock 
James M. Piper 
Robert H. Preston 
Mary D. Rowntree, '36 
Charles E. Saling 
James Earl Sarver 
Sharyn Shank 
Imogene Simpson 
Virginia Watson Skeens, '38 
Clay Slate, '38 
Ina R. Smith, '73 
Douglas Spisich, '78 
Raymond Story, '38 
Catherine Skaggs Stroube. '43 
Sherry R. Tabor 
Robert K. Taylor 
Kenneth Thrasher, '59 
Walter T heodore Tolopka 
Curd F. Thomas, Sr. 
Lysbeth Wallace 
Margaret S. Wallace, '69 
Harold F. West, M.D. 
Mary F. Whiteside, '35 
Brenda B. Williams 
Ruby M.Wiseman, '60,'63 
Elizabeth Wright 
Sarah M.Wyndham, '41 
48 WKU SPIRIT 
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YES! I want to become the newest 
member of the WKU Alumni Association. 
Western Kentucky University 
Alumni Association 
1906 College Heights Blvd. #31016 
Bowling Green, KY 42101-1016 
t!IWKU 
(All gifts to the Alumni Association are tax deductible!) 
888-WKU-ALUM (958-2586) 
Ahmlni Association 
0 Lifetime Membership - $500 
O Lifetime Membership Payment Plan 
- $115 per year for 5 years 
0 Annual Membership - $25 
Payment Enclosed: Total $ _____ _ 
0 Check (Make payable to the 
WKU Alumni Association) 
D Visa O American Express 
0 Master Card □ Discover 
Account# ___________ _ 
Exp Date ___ __ / _____ _ 
Signature ___________ _ 
Name _____________________ _ 
Home Address _________________ _ 
City __________ State ___ Zip _____ _ 
Home Phone ___________________ _ 
E-mail _____________________ _ 
Spouse's Name ___________________ _ 
Spouse Attend WKU? □ Yes □ No Year(s) _ ______ _ 
□ I am interested in knowing more about volunteering for the Alumni Association. 
Please send me information! 
□ Please automatically renew my membership each year to the credit card listed and 
send me a receipt annually. 
Enroll my child(ren) in the Growing Up Red Legacy Program. Please contact me 
for more information. 

